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Chairperson Senator Baldwin called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

Data Privacy

The committee heard testimony regarding data privacy for judges and court staff from Jan Aikman 
Dickson, Founder and Ethics Chair for the Judicial Family Institute, and Justice Brent Dickson, former 
Chief Justice of the Indiana Supreme Court.  
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Legalization of Adult-Use Cannabis, Workforce Impacts,  and Teen Use

The committee heard testimony on the topic of legalization of adult-use cannabis in Indiana as it relates 
to workforce impacts and teen use from the following people.

Chief Jeremy Pell, Fire Chief of White River Township Fire Department, testified about how his 
department addresses the use of legal products by firefighters and distinguishing between positive tests 
and actual impairment. 

Following a brief recess for technical adjustments, Justin Swanson, Bose Affairs Group and chair of 
Cannabis Practice Group at Bose, McKinney, and Evans, representing the Midwest Hemp Council and 
3Chi, discussed the legal distinction between hemp and marijuana based on the amount of Delta9 
cannabinoid concentration. 

Luke Niforatos, Executive Vice President at Smart Approaches to Marijuana, discussed how local units 
opt out of marijuana businesses in states with legalized cannabis use and presented the negative 
experiences of states that have legalized marijuana, such as the targeting of marijuana products to youth 
and the marketing of an addictive product, increases in the illegal marijuana market, exposure and harms
to children in Colorado, low tax collections and increased government costs, and social injustice. 
[Exhibit A] 

Keith Johnson, Communications Director at Indiana NORML, focused on teen and workplace cannabis 
use with studies reporting reduced workplace injury and increased productivity in states that have 
legalized cannabis use.  Mr. Johnson reviewed usage by teenagers in Washington State. Mr. Johnson 
indicated that some employers no longer test for drugs and that a lot of factors determine how long a 
cannabis high will last. [Exhibit B] 

Kate Wiley, Chief Legal Strategy Officer for Round Room LLC and Stash Ventures LLC, recommended 
protecting employers in an adult-use cannabis market by allowing employers to establish their own 
policies for impairment in the workplace and to develop their own standards and testing protocols. Ms. 
Wiley also recommended prohibiting cannabis use by anyone under 21-years old and packaging aimed 
at youth, strict identification procedures at retail locations, restricting marijuana business locations near 
schools and educational programs, and establishing high standards for testing.  

The committee recessed from 12 p.m. to 1:05 p.m. 

Dr. Ari Kirshenbaum, Executive Director for Cannabis Public Policy Consulting, shared his presentation
and testified virtually concerning youth consumption of cannabis. Dr. Kirshenbaum addressed daily use, 
the impact of cannabis use disorder on depression and anxiety, whether adult-use regulation has impact 
on youth-use, workplace safety testing, and withdrawal from cannabis use. 

Ashton Eller, Vice President of Health Care Policy and Employment Law at the Indiana Chamber of 
Commerce, suggested that the committee review the Chamber's prior testimony on the public health 
implications of legalization. He then discussed how the Indiana Chamber develops its positions and how
legalized cannabis use can dilute the workforce with high positive drug testing rates. 

Lisa Hutcheson, Vice President, Prevention and Policy for Mental Health America of Indiana, and Dr. 
Diana Reis, Medical Director for Mental Health America of Indiana,  discussed brain development, the 
use of cannabis during pregnancy,  co-use with alcohol increasing among college students, and the lack 
of tools to address another addictive substances. [Exhibit C]
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Zach Stock, Indiana Public Defender Council, testified about the minimal time away from work for a 
marijuana possession arrest and reduced employment opportunities from drug convictions. Mr. Stock 
indicated that the Council's data did not differentiate between instate resident arrests and out-of-state 
arrests, nor provide information about subsequent violations after a marijuana possession violation.

Alexander Mingus, Associate Director of the Indiana Catholic Conference discussed the standing of the 
Catholic Council and concerns for workplace safety.

Brock Patterson, Director of Government Affairs with the Indiana Prosecuting Attorneys Council 
indicated that an increase in marijuana-involved crime and traffic fatalities and lower property values 
has resulted in states with legalization. Mr. Patterson discussed how not fit for human consumption 
marijuana enters the illegal market. In response to committee questions, Mr. Patterson discussed the 
Attorney General's opinion that cannabidiol is not legal in Indiana and that statute prohibits smokeable 
cannabis in Indiana. 

Recommendations and Final   Report  

Chairperson Senator Baldwin thanked everyone for the decorum displayed during the testimony and 
directed the committee's consideration to committee recommendations and the final report. He 
distributed draft recommendations, and the committee made amendments. 

The recommendations for consumer data privacy and security were added to the final report by roll-call 
vote with 11 to 1.

Committee Recommendations for Consumer Data Privacy and Security

1. The Committee recommends the General Assembly to engage with Indiana Executive 
Commission on Cybersecurity and obtain more information on what state agencies are doing 
regarding cybersecurity.

2. The Committee recommends the General Assembly ensure that those agencies tasked with 
receiving and assessing reports of Medicaid fraud take cybersecurity into account. 

3. The Committee recommends unified state standards for local units and state agencies that 
implement cybersecurity standards. 

Committee Recommendations on Artificial Intelligence

4. The Committee recommends the General Assembly to encourage the Department of Education
and the Commission of Higher Education to communicate their needs to prepare and support 
teachers to address artificial intelligence in the classroom.

5. The Committee recommends the General Assembly look into how to prevent possible 
nefarious use of artificial intelligence to interfere in elections. 

6.The Committee recommends the General Assembly to focus on reputation protection from 
nefarious creations of artificial intelligence. 

7. The Committee recommends that the General Assembly review the Indiana Criminal Code to 
ensure that it is not a defense to the possession of child pornography if the images were created 
by artificial intelligence and do not necessarily resemble the identity of a real person as the 
victim.
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Chairperson Baldwin did not entertain any recommendations on cannabis. 

The final report was not adopted due to a lack of majority in a vote of seven in favor and four opposed.

The committee was adjourned at 5:03 p.m. 

The Interim Study Committee on Commerce and Economic Development meeting can be viewed by doing 
the following:

(1) Download the minutes.
(2) Click on the link within the minutes: [insert link to archive video]
(3) After opening the linked web page, select the date of the meeting to begin viewing the video.
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